
Society of Wood Science and Technology 

(SWST) – A Bridge Linking 
Academia, Community, Industry and Government



SWST 
Internationally-recognized 

professional organization of wood 

scientists, engineers, marketing 

specialists and other professionals 

concerned with lignocellulosic 

materials



▪ Promote wise use of wood 

(lignocellulosic materials)

▪ Protect our forest resources through 

development of new ideas and 

procedures

▪ Establish forums for exchange of 

ideas, communication of knowledge 

and development of high standards 

for wood research

▪ Foster quality education at all levels 

of wood science

Purposes of Society



▪ 1958 – Incorporated as the “American Institute 
of Wood Engineering”

▪ 1960 – Name changed to “Society of Wood 
Science and Technology”.  1st Newsletter

▪ 1968 – 1st Issue of Wood & Fiber Science Journal

▪ 1984 – Accreditation of undergraduate Wood  
Science and Technology Programs began

SWST History



▪ 1986 – First George Marra Award for Excellence 
in Writing presented

▪ 1995 – Student Poster Competition initiated;       
64 students received awards to date

▪ 1996 – SWST Website 

▪ 2001 – Teaching Units introduced

▪ 2007 – Electronic publishing of Wood and Fiber 
Science Journal

SWST History (continue)



In memory of 
Past Presidents 
who are no longer with us

1958-59 James S. Bethel

1959-60 Stephen B. Preston

1960-61 James S. Bethel

1961-62 Arthur F. Muschler

1963-64 Stephen B. Preston

1964-65 Fred F. Wangaard

1965-66 Eric L. Ellwood

1966-67 Robert J. Hoyle, Jr.

1968-69 Ben A. Jayne

1972-73 Robert M. Kellogg

1975-76 Eric A. Anderson

1983 George G. Marra
1986-87 E. Allan McGinnes

Bob Youngs
1962-1963

Tom Maloney
1976-1977

Bob Erickson
1978-1979

Warren Thompson
1982-1983

Don Arganbright
1989-1990

Geza Ifju
1995-1996

J. David Barrett
1998-1999

John Haygreen
1969-1970

Missing 

Pictures: Past Presidents of SWST – 1958 to 2020



And a salute to those
who are still making a difference and
a contribution to SWST

1967-68 William T. Nearn

1970-71 Fred L. Brown

1971-72 Gilbert L. Comstock

1974-75 Albert N. Foulger

1977-78 Erwin L. Schaffer

1979-80 John H. Brown

1985-86 Fred W. Taylor
1988-89 J.D. Wellons

Dick Thomas
1981-1982

Jim Wilson
1990-1991

Arno Schniewind
1973-1974

Craig Shuler
1983-1985

Jim Bowyer
1987-1988

Helmuth Resch
1980-1981

Frank C. Beall
1991-1992

Bill Boehner
1992-1993

Missing 

Pictures: 
Past Presidents of SWST – 1958 to 2020



Howard Rosen
1994-1995

Duane Lyon
1996-1997

Fred Kamke
1997-1998

Ramsay Smith
2000-2001

Paul Blankenhorn
1993-1994

Tom McLain
1999-2000

Bob Rice
2002-2003

Mike Barnes
2001-2002

Audrey Zink-Sharp
2004-2005

Doug Stokke
2003-2004

Doug Gardner
2006-2007

Paul Smith
2005-2006

Jerry Winandy
2008-2009

Jim Armstrong
2007-2008

Jim Funck
2009-2010

Sue 
Anagnost

2010-2011

Todd Shupe
2011-2012

Past Presidents of SWST – 1958 to 2020



Alain Cloutier
2012-2013

Mike Wolcott
2014-2015

Sheldon Shi
2013-2014

Sudipta Dasmohapatra
2016-2017

Eric Hansen
2015-2016

Bob Smith
2017-2018

Eva Haviarova 
2019-2020

Nicole Brown
2018-2019

Past Presidents of SWST – 1958 to 2020

President of SWST 2020 - 2021

Andreja Kutnar 
2020-2021



SWST

International

Conventions
(During odd numbered 

years)
2008 – Chile  

First International 
2010 – Geneva, 

Switzerland
2012 – Beijing, 

China

2014 – Zvolen, 

Slovakia

2016 – Curitiba, 

Brazil

2018 – Nagoya, 

Japan

2020 – Koper, 

Slovenia (virtual)



SWST

North America

Conventions
(During even numbered 

years) 

2009 – Boise, Idaho 2011 – Portland, Oregon

2015 – Grand Teton NP 2017 – Vancouver, Canada 2019 – Yosemite NP2013 – Austin, Texas



Next 

International 

Convention

2021 International

Convention

August 1-6, 2021

Little America Hotel

Flagstaff, Arizona 

USA



Future International 

Conventions

2022 – July 10-15, 2022, Sippy Downs, 

Australia

2023 – June 25-30, Crowne Plaza, Asheville, 

North Carolina 

(Smoky Mountains National Park)

2024 – Slovenia



SWST Benefits/Services:

Wood and Fiber Science Journal

▪ Official publication, quarterly

▪ Original papers of professional 

concern, or based on research 

dealing with the science, 

processing, and manufacture of 

wood and lignocellulosic materials

▪ Available in print and electronic 

version



SWST Benefits/Services:

BioProducts Business eJournal

▪ Official publication, published 

online upon layout completion

▪ Original papers of business and 

management topics in forest-

based resources

▪ Open access



Special 

Publications



SWST Benefits/Services:

Accreditation

▪ Professional accreditation of wood science 

and technology baccalaureate educational 

programs has been a very important 

function of the Society since 1984. 

▪ Through accreditation, the Society seeks 

to improve the quality of professional 

wood science and technology education at 

the baccalaureate level and ensure that 

successful graduates entering the 

profession are highly qualified.



SWST 

Accreditation

Roadmap



SWST Accredited Programs

Last 

University accredited Expires

Bogor Agriculture University, Bogor, Indonesia 2014 2024

Mississippi State University, Miss. State, MS USA 2017 2027

Nanjing University, Nanjing China 2017 2027

North Carolina State University, Raleigh, NC USA 2015 2025

Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR USA 2013 2023

South China Agricultural Univ., Guangzhou, China 2019 2029

Universidad del Bio-Bio, Concepcion, Chile 2009 2019

University of Idaho, Moscow, ID USA 2015 2025

University of Maine, Orono, ME USA 2013 2023

Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, VA USA 2015 2025

West Virginia University, Morgantown, WV USA 2019 2029

Zhejiang A & F University, Lin’an, China 2018 2028



SWST Benefits/Services:

Visiting Scientist Program

▪ International and national travel grants 

▪ Enhance the professional growth of our 

members 

▪ Broaden their research perspective and 

develop collaborative linkages

▪ Promote SWST in the international arena   



SWST Benefits/Services: 

Awards

▪ Fellow Award

▪ Distinguished Service Award

▪ Distinguished Educator Award

▪ Student Poster Competition Award

▪ Short Term Scientific Mission Awards

▪ George Marra Award for Excellence in Writing



Manufacturer

10%

Consulting

11%

Education

39%
Government

8%

Association

4%

Supplier

1%

Student

15%

Retired

12%

SWST Membership (n=~865)



SWST Benefits/Services: 

Student Membership 



SWST Benefits/Services:

International Developing 

Country Membership

Online

Access

Only

https://www.swst.org/wp/membership/list-emerging-countries/



Website

https://www.swst.org



SWST Social Media 



Final Remarks

▪ SWST continue in internationalization -

(international leadership on board and committees)

▪ Raise SWST profile on a global scale - web and 

social media

▪ Continue to expand communication among existing 

wood products programs

▪ Continue to provide opportunities for young 

researchers

▪ Continue to promote innovative utilization of wood  

▪ Seek interdisciplinary opportunities for wood 

related research

▪ Defend sustainable nature of wood and wood 

products



Join us!
https://www.swst.org

Victoria Herian

(Executive Director)

vicki@swst.org

https://www.swst.org/

